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One Hundred and Thirty ; and .tho’ I have lived fo long, ye I | 


- yer it is no Privilege from Crofles, or Temptations, Sicknefsj | 
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HIS Humane Life, which we fo highly prize, and 
“foridly love, 4s, at, beft but a troublefome Seene, of 
Viciflitudes and Changes, drawn out in bright Suti- 
~" _fhine Days, and dark gloomy Nights, mixt with Sigh . 
and Smiles, Mirth and Melancholy, Weeping and Joy, chee- 
ker’d with cheating Pleafuress and real: Troubles, raifing ar d 
depreffing, {till vexing and difquieting us ; fo that the molt 
profperous and happy, have had their Occafions of Sorro $5 
and Caufes of Complaint.: ‘The Patriarch Facob, whom God 
hath bleffed with old Age, with a plentiful Iffue of Children, 
and the increafe of Wealth! to abundance, coul rbear 
iving afad and mournful Account of himfelf, when Pharaoh 
ask’d him his Ave. The Days of the Years of my Pilgrimage are 


can experimentally fay, Few, and Evil have the Days of my Psi 
arimage been: Gen. 47. Though Goodnef delivers from Hell, 
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pofed, many times, to fharpand fevere Affaults. Of this we | 
have an In‘rance in Job, He ‘is fet upon onall fides, he found | 
the Devil a powerful Enemy, and his great Eftatea fudden Ship 
wreck, ‘his Children, ina moment, crufht to Pieces, andall his 
Hopes vanifhe : In this troubiefome Sea of Affliétions, he had 
but three things to comfort him, which all feem’d rather to augs | 
ment than leffen the Storm). The Wife of his Bofom, whoie | 
Breath fhould have fweetned and eas’dihis Grief, was anim: | 
patient Vexation: His Friends, whofe Counfels ind Compa 
Gons fhould have been his tender Relief, became his bitrer and 
cenforious Judges; yea, hisGod, whom ( by his own Teftimo- 
ny ) he ferv’d and fear’d with fingular Uprightnefs, whofe Bo- 
wels are ever tender and compaffionate to fuch,and upon whofe 
gracious Acceptance he thought to quiet and anchor his troubled. 
Spirit; yet his God {eem’d not only a Stranger, butan Enemy, 
and even Mercy itfelffeenrd cruel, and Kindnefg harfh and fe- 
vere. But under all thefe, we fee his Behaviour and Comport- 
porment, in the general, to be fweet and heavenly, the in 
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| fome Particulars it was weak te Humane : When Faith twas 
 fttrong, he was aboveall Storms, but when Sin and Nature did 
| work, he was fomething impatient. Thus it is with the beft, 
_whofe outward Changes affiét, and difquiet them, till; by a 
“firm Relyance upori God, they {urmount theit Natures, and 
fhew, That he that win them, % greater than he that % in the 
| World. And thus did Holy ob; after many Difputes with his 
_-friends,and conflicts with himfelf,he concentrates his Thoughts 
in two things, one was, To eruft ftill in God, lee bim do what he 
| wilt, Chap. 3. 15. Tho he flay me, yet wall I truft in him; and 
thus he difpofes of ‘his Soul into the hands of a faithful Crearof. 
_ The other was, To prepare for Death :. All the days of my appointed. 
| Time will T ware, till my Change comes and thus he preparech 
for the Diflolution: of his Body : Many Arguments he layeth 
— down in this Chaprer, which occafion’d him to take up thefé 
_ Refofutions ; 1. The Brevity of Mans Life : v 13 2. Man thar 
| B born of a Woman, is of few days, and full of Trouble; be cometh 
up like 4 Flower, and % cut down; he fleeth os it were a Shadow, 
and never continueth in one Stay. He faith not Years; not Months; 
nor Weeks, but Days, and thefe not many, but few; as quickl¥ 
| fetasa Shadow, ands fiiddenly croptas 4 Flower. | 3. The 
| Mifery of that fhort Life; Ful of Troubles every Article of Lifé 
being replenifh’d with Surrow; as the Veitis are with Blood ; 
and this his own Experience did tell him. 3. ‘The certainty of 
Death. ‘The Sun hath his appointed tithe tor his Race; which 
in Summer is long, in the Winter fhore 3 burin both, he hath 
| an appointed time of fetting : fo the Race of Man’s Life to 
| fome it may be longs to fome fhorter ; bur the Night will tome, 
and all muft beclofed up in Death: Ver. 3. 16 Days are deters 
mined, the Number of them are with Thee 5 Thou hat appointed he 
Bounds, rohich he cannot pafs. Well might he therefore concludé 
with that good Refolution, of applying himfelf ferioufly to the 
Work of Preparation for his approaching Bind 5. All the Days of 
my appointed Time will I waies &c. The Words contain in them 
two Parts: 1/t; His Diffolution, which he calls a Change; and 
a Change coming upom him, as if he were the next Perfon to 
be changed, Tif my Change come. adly,; The Difpofition he id in 
to receive it; I will wait, &c, He thinks of Death before Death; 
and prepares for it, while he is yet alive: Neither was this a 
Sick-bed Refolution; a’Fit or Humour, which began quickly, 
o expired fuddenly; but the ferious bufinels of hig whole 
| Rutile. 7 
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‘All the Days, 8c. é 
others, of my appointed ‘Labour : “They allagree, that he means | 
by bis appointed Time, the Leafe and Term of Breathing, which 
God had allowed and determined him. - 

From the Words thusexplain’d, Two Propolitions naturals 
ly arife, VIZ. , : es , 
” Firlt, That there a a Change which will befall the Sons of Men. 

Secondly, That we flould wait till chs Change comes, that is, | 
prepare our felves for it. + eae, 

First, “That there is.a Change which will befall the Sons of 
Men, be we Noble or Ignoble; Profperous or Afflicted, Strong 
or Weak, Old or Young, Beautiful or Deformed, Good or | 
Bad, be we Male or, Female, or whatfoever our Natures be, 
whatfoever our Parts and Places, our Ages or Conftitutions, or t 
how fair-and durable foever our Eftates appear, yet fooner or 
later it-will be faid ofus, as Facob {pake, ima pathetical way, 
of his. Sons, Fofeph is nots and Simeon is not. Now weare,then — 
we fhall not be :: We are now reckoned upon the Account, and — 
makeup the Sumof the World; but then we fhall be cancell’ds — 
and ftand as Cyphers. ia Sea | 

‘That dreadful Scene of Mortality daily in our views may 

ferve as a Proof of this; which reprefents to us the Figures of | 
all Difeafés, the Images of Corruption, and Mortality, naked — 
Bonesiand Skulls, putrified Flefh, languid Bodies, black Cof- 
fins’; and broken Inferiptions, open Vaults and decayed Wind- 
ing:fheets, with all other Furniture, which Death keepsin the 
Wardrobe of the Grave. Thefe, and all other the {plendid 
Formalities of the Deceafed, ,tell us, {he fhall be changed: But 
that I may treat of this with all Brevity and Clearnefs, I fhall 
do thefe’ Pwo Things : Firft, 1 fhall fhew that Deathis:a 
Change: Secondly,."Vhat this Change will befall all Men.:: 
Firft, Death isa Change, notan Annihilation. It isa’ Muta- 
tion or different manner of Being. ~Annihilation’ is, whena 
Thing ceafeth to be. Mutation, or Changing, is, when itus 
not as jt once was. . Death'doth not reduce us to nothing, (as 
{ome Atheiftical Fools vainly imagine, ) but it altereth our Form 
fomething ; it changeth our Manner or Order of Being; not 
our Beingabfolutely. Dow Death 1s a Change’ in thefe four 
following refpects? =» fi 
rf, It changes that near Union of the Soul and: Body, and 
makes of One, Two feverals: They were: before as Hands: | 
mutually clafping, or two Perfons conjugally tyed reget : 
ue | 
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‘but Death plucks them afunder, and divides them as far as’ 
Heaven is from the Earth. 3 SOM 
2dly, It changes our Country: Here we are Pilgfims and 
Strangers ; but when Death comes, we are changed:to our 
City and Piace.. Man goeth to his Long-home ; the Wicked 
foal go to hon Place, (as is {aid of Fudas ) and the Righteous 


‘to theirown Mountain, to that Kingdom where Chrift # gonebes 


fore, to prepare a Manfion for us. ie | 

3dly, Iv changes our Company. In this Life we converfe 
_ with finful/ Men, empty Creatures, infinite Miferies, ininume- 
- rable Confliéts; bat when Death comes, all this {hall be chan- 
_ ged we fhall go to our God and Father, to our Chrift and Sa- 
Viour, to the innumerable Company of Bleffed Angels and Saints; 
and to the Spirits of jult Men made perfect. 

Laftly; kt changes our Condition. When Death comes, we 
fhall not find Delight in Sin any more. The Excellency and 
Contentments of this World, and the fenfural Rejoicing in them, 
 fhall expire with Life; Death fhall clofe up all in an eternal 

Night of Oblivion, and we fhall no more think on them. 
| The Second Part of my Propofition is, ‘That this Change of 

~ Death will befal all Men, Pfal. 89. 4.8. What Man w he that li- 
veth, and [hall not fee Death ? Shall be deliver bw Soul from the Hand 
of the Grave? ‘Vhat all are fubject to thisChange, will appear, 

t. From the Quality -of our Lives, which in Scripture are 
defcribed by changeable Things, to intimate to us the certainty 
_ of Death. Thus, fometimes our. Life is compared to a Shew 3 
Surely Man walketh in a vain Shew, and difquieteth himfelfin vain, 
Pfal. 39.6. Our Daysupon Earth are aShadow; a Shadow is 
but the Imitation of a Subftance, a kind of nimble Picture, ftill 
- going, and foon eclipfed; again, fometimes it is compared toa 
Vapour: What w your Life ? (faith St. Fames, ) It even a Vapour 
which vanifbeth away. Sometimesto a Vale; W% (pend our Years 
Lhea Tale that s told; ameer Difcourfe:of a Thing, and that 
‘Thing but a Parenthefis of a more tedious Difcourfe, and many 
times broken off in the very telling 5 Y/a.40. The Voice faid, Cry. 
aloud : What fhall I cry ? All Flefh % Grafs, and the Goodline/s 
th reof as the Flower of the Grafs. Ver. 7. The Grafs withereth, the 
Flower fadeth, becaufe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. And 
_ Fob, in this Chapter, calleth it 4 Flower that cometh up, and is cut 
| down. ’ Many Expreffions of the like Nature might be added = 
:] ‘Pine Scripture is plentiful in thefe Comparifons, comparing our. 

Life to a, Spider’s Web, toa Weaver's Shuttle, to the Breath of 
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a Candle, to a Pilgrimage, toa Journey, tothe Days of an Hire- 
ling, Gc. all of them Things of a variable and changing Narure. 
The Second Argument may be taken from the Quality of our 
atures, in which there are 2 Things that imply the certainty 
of our Death. 1. Our Compofition: We are a Tabernacle 
reared of mouldring and decaying Principles ; our Bodies are. 
call’d an Earthly Houfe. 2. Belidesthis, the Sin and Corruption 
of our Natures, which, as it tears our Lives with a continua | 
Vexation, {0 it isthe proper and procuring Caufe of our Death. 
Death is the Punifhment which God inflitted upon all Man- 
kind, asthe defect of Sin : For thus faith the Apoltle, As by one 
Man, Sinentred into the World, and Death by Sin, fo Death paffed 
spon all Men, ia that all finned, Rom. 5. 12. That Creature, 
which was the firft of all others for his Dignity, tho’ laft made 
in Order of Time, did the Almighty blefs with fuch Things as 
night make him reverenced and dreaded by all inferior Beings: 
but yet, the Circuit of his Empire-and BlifS was bounded with 
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a Divine Law, over which, if he trampled or pafled, he was 


fure to meet with Banifhment and Death. It was not long be; 
fore Man’s Pride and Luft, (blown up with the Temptations 
of Satan, ) didintrude upon the Goodnefs of his Maker, and 
prefumes to try whether God will be true to his Word. But no 


fooner had Man broken down this Hedge, and tranfgrets'd a . 


Divine Command, ineating the forbidden Fruit ; but the Sen- 
tence againft thefe Malefaétors was {peedily executed ; our fir lk 
Parents turn’d out vf Paradice, the one to get his Bread by the 
Sweat of his Brows, the ather to Multiply, and People the 
Land, in fuch a manner, as that every Child fhould be a Me- 
mento of her Sin, and many times a Meffenger of Death. Thus 
Mankind wraught his own Mifery, and forced Juftice to fen: 
tence him to Die : Which declares, that God delights not in 
the Death of a‘Sinner ; he was not the Author of Death; it was 
our Hands that were guilty of this Evil. All that God made, 
he faw was very Good ; but what Man_ went about to mend, 
we fee, isbecome very Evil. To the difcharge of God’s Juftice 
and Mercy, muft we.all acknowledge the Conception of this 
Brat, which we hug, and bring up, todeftroy our felves. The 
fame Clod of Earth which novrifhes the Grounds, feeds the 
Worra that cuts ir down; and that Appetite and Will that 
prompts us to Sin, doth only pufh us forward to our Graves. 
It was the juft Pleafure of God, to plague Man witha Brood of 


bis own Begetting and-to make that bis Panifhment, which he 
ie : 5H i Es ‘ $ v , 7 once 


once attempted to have made his Pleafure. Man_believes the 
Devil before God ; and being deluded with his Lie, he courts 
his Maker by a Wilful Sin, to perform his Promife, Thou fhall 
Surely die. ‘That Death which was neither known, nor heard 


and Poifon upon every thing that we either hear, or fee, or talt, 
or fee]; one great Conqueror meets it in.a Glafs,another meets 
itina Fly; one Man findsit in the Kernel of a Grape, ano- 
ther in the Prick of a Thorn ; one in the Tafte of an Herb, a- 
nother in the Smell of a’ Flower ; one ina Bit of Meat, another 
in a Mouthful of. Air ; one in the very fight of Danger, another 
in the apprehenfion of fad and difmal Stories: ‘There is nothing 
that is too little. to hide Death under it :- Death is the Punifh- 
ment, tho’ it be inflicted many Ways ;, and God makes ufe of 
feveral Inftruments to be Man’s Executtoners; and Man hath as. 
many Ways to Die, as there are Helps. to. Live. | 

The Third Argument is from the Infaillibility of God’s Decree ; 
Heb. 9.27. It’s appointed for Men once to. Die; and after Death, to 
‘come to Fudgment, We may fooner expect, that the Courfe of 


fYocated,. than that the Purpofe of God, concerning Man’s 
Mortality, fhould be reverfed. ‘The Determinations of God 
admit of no Limitation or Reftri¢tion; they are more Peremp- 
tory than the Laws of the Medes and Perfians ; Gen. 2.17. In the- 
Day that thou cateft thereof, thu fhale furey die. And this De- 
cree we find executed every day. Mofes mentioning the Age 
of thofe who liv’d before the Flood, ( when, as yer, the Days: 
of Man were of more continuance than now they are, ) faith, 
All the Days of Seth rere Nine hundred and'twelve Years, and he 
died. AH the Days-of jired, Nine hundred fixty two, and he-died. 
All the Days of Methulalem, Nine hundred fixty nine, and he died. 
And the fame mortuus eff, he is dead, will'e’er long, be the Claufe 
applicable tousall. Ifzac the Patriarch, Aaron the Prieft, Mofes 
_ the Meekeft, .Abfalom the Fierceit, Davidthe Kingly Prophet, 
and Ifrael the People, by little and little, are all gone away. 
The Fathers have eaten Manna,and are dead; and Chrift-him-.: 
fe}, being found in, the Fafhion of a Man, humbled bimfelf, and 
becameobedient unto Death. Itis the Municiple Law: of Earth, 
to die once: of Heaven, to live forever; and of Hell, to die for 
ever, That which Sr, Pan! {poke ina Moral or Divine, is Time: 
in a natural fenfe; 4% die daily. Quotidie morimur, quotidie: 
enim nnafira pars demstur,vite. Seneca faith, Ie are born Cryingsy 
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of before inthe World, now enters into it, and lays its Venom. 


the Heavens fhould be alter’d, and the Centre of-the Earth di- 
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we ling Laughingy and dit S16 778s Yefterday, we were born of 
© our:natural Mother, and.a fhorr Pilgrimage m this Vale 
| 


oF 


~ Sy 


tthe | ft 
we ate 
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- of Tears, we are again laid in the Womb o£ our commo Mo- 


ther, the Earth ; Pfal. 90.3. Thou turnet Man, to Deftruttion, and | | 
Sayest, Return ye Childzen.of Men. < by Henry, 4] 


And now, Che Firft Part or Pr opofition of my Text isclear, 


; Peay Core er ewe. * 
; That there is an appointed ‘Time for Man upon Earth, after 


~  which-he fhall, be changed. po a a ie ae 
| My Second was the natural Refule of the foregoing Confide- 
vation, -Thae since our ‘Change 4 fo certatity we fhouls wait t ill our || 
Change come. : | aid Ao ienhl eee 
4 adNow, this Waiting for.our Change, imiports: uate 
‘| rf, Living, in daily Expectation of it ; for Waiting ts an, 
AGvof Hope: Here we have no continuing, City, but we feek 
| one tocome, living-as.that jut Steward, thar waits the Return 
| of his Matter ; and) happy. 1s that Servant, whom, when his 
Mater cometh, he thal find fo doing. Iam a Seranger bere, 
| and Sojourner, #6 all. my Fathers mere. PS alsa 
if This. Confideration makes the King, ,of ‘Terrors become 
lef terrible. It is a, Rule.in Nature, ‘Phat, all Objects are lef$” 
© apt to diforder us, 2s\ wey by cuftom, have renuived them more 
familiar, . hus, daily expecting and waiting tor our Change, 
will cure'us.of that Starting and Trembling,’ which Strangenefs 
and Surprize chicfly, occafions in us.. Fobmade tt his ftudy to. 
be continually looking, out, and obferving what Approaches, 
this Change made towards him; and indeed, nothing can be 
. more! idle than that Pretence, which vain and carnal Men urge 
| againfk this Pragtice,, That 4# dammps their Mirth, breeds Melancho- 
iy, and takes arway all the Enjoyments of Life , tor if this bitter’ | 
Cup my nor pas from us, but drink ic every one of.us’ mult, 
then:-fure it is the greatelt Prudence always to have it in our 
Eye, and to conlider how we may. do tt with Safety amd Ad- 
' | - Vantage. | . ye ae it 
|. ° Death is that Paflage, whither all People are. daily coming, | 
'. and all muft come one time or other,and where vatt Multitudes 
(Gad knows) are miferably calt away: ‘And fhall we be fo, 
ftupidly negligent, fo foolifhly tender of giving out felves any. 
prefent:Unealinels, that, we cannot endure to think of it, or 


} 

|. ever concern our felves bout the matter, till we are drawn | 
| downto the very Brink, and mutt ftep in whether we willor | 
| 02 O.wretched Delufon,! O deplorable Condition ! How. | 
bp many Thoufands, who. mifcarry everlafting!y> might have been | 


i 
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| faved and happy for ‘ever, had they. taken the Pains to. view, 
this Paflage, while at fome diltance from ic? Great and many 
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are the. Benefirs which a frequent Meditation of our Death, and 


Waiting for our Change, will bring us.,.It fhews Man whap | 


he is, chow. frail and) miferable of his own Nature, how fond 
and vain all thofe big Gonceits are, which Health, Youth, and 
Profperity, are apt to. puff him up with; allother Glaffes are 
falfeand counterfeit, but this is fincere and honelt, and Hatters, 
nonethat confulr it: It having therefore fuch a mighty Influ- 
ence on our Manners, and tending to. correct the "’emper of 
our Minds, it highly concerns us, all the days of our appointed, 
time; to wait till our Change come. |... i s. 
adly, Waiting for our Change, imports, ‘That fince our can- 
tinuance in this World cannot be for ever, we ought therefore 
to wean. our felves from thofe things that cannot continue long. 
wishus.. For being rationally convinced, that all the Enjoys. 
ments of this Life muft fome time or other drop away from 
us, the common Rules. of Prudence will teach us,. to difintangle 


our Affections from them betimes,. and: not be linked fo clofely, | 


tothem: Weare to. mait the days of. our appointed time, till our 
Change come. Weare only to value thefe outward Enjoyments, 


- fo-far as they ferve our, prefent Circumftances, and to efteem 


them only as fome. Advantages, while, we. pafs thro’ this Vale 
of Mifery ; but they will be of no ufe..when we come to, our 


Journey’s End. Riches and Pleafures, Honours and Pretfer- | 


ments, or whatever Enjoyments this.Liteaffords, are feldom, 
or never fo conftant:as to,attend us to-the End of it; they: ge- 
nerally forfake us before we reach the Grave. For, fuppolea 
Fit of Sicknefs creeps into the Palace of a Prince, ora cold A- 
gue takes hold of the trembling Joints of a Rich Man, what 
Eafe can Silver or Gold afford? Cana ituff'd Cabinet of Jewels 
affuage the burning Calenture of a Difeafe ? or a thoufands 
Pearls and Diamonds appeafe the rebelition. of one tumultuous 


Humour, when the Stitches and Pains of a.raging Diltemper.. 


feize him 2 The rareft and. moft exquifite Cordials. give him. 
not the leaft guft of Pleafure. When Perfumes caufe his Head, 
toake, and Aromatick Odours do ftink in, his Noftrils; when 
his-Pillow feems harder than Flint, and: his Bed-cleaths feem 


to prefs him harder thana,Grave-ftone; Shall he then find Be- » 


nefir in Riches, or Satisfaction in Pleafures? Shall he find Eafe 
in his Greatnefg, or Comfort in his Honours ? But admit they 
could waiton usto ouv hilent Lodgings, certain it 1s. they.can- 
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riot accompany us farther ; and there will be no Remembrance 
of them in the Land, where all things are forgotten, where 
nothing {hall avail us, but the Prayers and Almideeds we fent 
before us, and the Rewards of a well-{pent Life. How dreadful 
then will Death be to thofe that are wholly bent upon the 
Concerns of this Life, and never expect their Change? To 
fach Death will come array’d with all its. Pomp and Pern : 
ro take them from the World, is to tear them from themfelves ; 
they are grown, as it were, one Piece with it ; it is as great a 
\ from it, as to part their Souls and 
Bodies, and thereby they willfuffer a double Death ; Whereas, 
he that hath duly confidered with himfelt, that Death will call 
upon him one time or other, and that he muft leave behind 
him all the Pleafures.and Gaittes of this Life, will never be fo 
beforted with the Love of thofe Things which he muft one 
day quit his Title to; Bur all che days of bis appointed time he will 
wait, &c. sarc: j LO ana 
. sadly, To wait for our Change, fignifies and imports, to live 
{5 as that we may meet it cheertully When it comes. Indeed, 
if all our Concern could enable us to avoid the Stroke of De- 
{tiny, then there would be fome Reafon for us to be folicitous 
upon the Account; but fince i’s an unalterable Decree, that 
has pafs’d upon all the Sons of Adam, That they fall die; if we: 
were wife, we fhould make a Virtue of Neceffity, by endea- 
vouring {0 to live, asto make this dreadful Enemy of Mankind | 
appear lef formidable and affrighting, Wefhould endeavour 
ro difarm Death of ics Sting ; and this can be done no other 
Way, but by a fincere Repentance, and a holy and inoffen- 
five Life. | 
But LE muft confeR, Lam endeavouring to perfuade you to 
a thing very much out of Fafhion ia thefe Days ; for Dying is 
ufually the laft ching we take care ot. Ir’s generally thought 
to be unfeafonable and impertinent, to advife Men to confider 
of their latter end, and wait for their appointed Change, while 
they are yet young and vigorous, while their Blood runs briske- 
ly and evenly along the Channels of their Veins, while there: 
is no decay in Nature, and before their. white Heads tell them 
they are ripe for the Larveft of Death, and their trembling 


- Hands affure them they muft return to the Duft. 


"But ler me for once be impertinent, whilft I remind fuch as 
thefe, that fometimes the Crongeft Trees are blown down, 
whilft they that are old and faniefs, frand fecure 3. very often 
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it falls out, That Death feizes on the Young and Lufty, hews 
} down. the Vigorous and Strong, .whilft they that have one 
Foot in the Grave, efcape : So that none can be fecure and cer 


tain that he fhall not be rhe firft that falls by the hand of that 
mighty Conqueror ; and. if fo, then it mult be. extravagant 


Folly not tobe prepar’d for it. Iris certainly a Thing of the 
-greateft Momentin the World how Death finds us ; for there’s 


na Repentance in the Grave. But if we ~vould be fo wile as 


to live every day as if it were our laft, we fhould not be unpre-. 
‘par’d when the laft day comes. 3 


And let us remember, that all outward Confolations, will, 
at laft, atthatdreadtul Moment, drop from us; Riches, if ills. 
got or mif-{pent, will be a Gangreen and ‘Torment to us; at 
the beft, they can only procure us a more ftately Monument, 
but cannot give us one Moments eafe ; nay, they will dilturb 
our Devotions, and diftraét our Thoughts how to difpofe of 
them ; if.we have left that to the laft, our Friendscan then.on- 


Jy mourn and pray for us by our Bed-fides, and with watry 
Eyes, and heavy Hearts, attend us to our Graves, and.weep | 
over us ; andallour Honours and Preferments will only ferve 


to lay usin the Duft with more Pomp and Solemnity, and ta 
tmbellifh: an Efcutcheon furrounded with Deaths heads and na- 
ked Bones. Butitisa Life that has been led innocently and de- 
voutly that will fupport us under our laft Confliét, and, if we 
have perfever'd in well doing, we fhall lye down in Death, as 
toa {weet Repofe, after a hard days labour, from whence we 
fhall have hopes to awaken to eternal Happinefs. : ; 

Athly,and Jaftly, To wait for our Change, imports a patient 
{ubmitting to the Willof God, when he {hall callusout of this 
World. We are inthis World Candidates for Eternity. ‘This 


is the Stage on which we are to aét our feveral Parts, the Field 
in which we fight for the Prize of Immortality and Glory; and 
when our State of Probation 1s patt, when the Scene is ended, 
and the Battle determin’d, weought willingly to put off thefe 
Tabernacles of Clay, in hopes of a happy Refurreétion : Mor 
-taliry carries in it. Mifery, and tells us, he runs thro’ many 


Difficulties, whofe Race is only to the Grave. If we look back 
upon Man’s Life’; it’s but dying ; Death borders upon our. 
Birth, and our Cradle ftands upon the Brink of our Grave, 
where we lie in Cries and Fears, unable to help. ourfelves. 
From Intancy we creep to Childhood 3 we are then full of a 
Levity, and become the folicitous Cares and anxious Fears of 
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; our Parents. If then we get to Youth, weare to fail thro’ the 
 moft difficult Streights of our-Life ; here every one provides 
rw 


.: 


for his future Living, this being the time to chufe either Evil 
or Good. Now the Parents Hope begins to bud, and lay all 
the Expectation of their Childrens fucceeding Profperiry. The 
> Youth isin fufpence Which Way to take, the Parent which 
e Way to beftow him: Nature inclines himto Vice ; his Parents 
4 Prudence folicites him to Virtue ; and great ts the Conqueft be- 
__- twixt Hopes, Fears, and Love, whither Children will prove 
* Wicked or Good. _If from Youth we cometo Manhood, yet | 
~ .. in theStrength of Body and Mind do we find Affaultsenough | 
to deitroy us: For if we haveany Eftate left’ us by Relations, | 
how many Cares, Quarrels, and Law-Suits, go along with it, 
_ _ befides the Trouble ofa haughty Mind,’a high Spirit, and 
_ difdainful Pride, which are the common Affociates of great 
_ «Eftates. If'we have no Eftates, we murmur and repine at our 
Misfortunes, and labour and toil to get a little Riches, with a 
-© grear’deal of Envy and Malice to thofe that aré wealthier. “He 
_ * gomes now'to pafs thro” all rhe Humours and Cenfuresof Men ; 
~ ene will cenfure the growing Eftate as the Refult of Cheating 
and Theft; another his Favours with the Great, to be the 
EffeG@ of Informing, Plotting, and Proje&ting.* Tere is no 
. Valour withour Swearing, ( fays the Flector ) no Pleafures like 
—  thofé of Senfe; (fays the Voluptuous.) If you are poor, no 
body owns you; if rich, you will own no body ; it you die 
young, whata Piry is ir{ fay they ) that hefhou!d be cutoff in 
_. his Prime; if old, there is no mifs of him, he was paft the beft; 
»» if youare Rélivious, and frequent the Church, you are a Hy- 
_- pocrite; if you do net, then youarean Atheiit ora Heretick 5 
__ 4 pleafgnt and familiar, you pafs for a Jefter ; if penfiveand 
|. geferved, then you are call’d Sullen and Morofe; Courtefy is 
_ -ealPd Colloguing and Flattery ; down giao and Plain- 
dealing,’ Pride and ill-marmers. This is the Cenfure of the 
World, thro” which all Men muft pafs, and after all thefeywe 
run‘into-as many more, greater and more grievous than the 
former, through Anxities of Mind, troublefom Cares, and daily 
Vexations, in our Places, Callings, and Funétioris ; fo thar 
| whither'we look upon our felves, in jthis World, or this Life, 
'« there ts nothing that fhold tempt us to dote too fondly on’ Li- 
: ving. ~ Sezec2 confefles, That his Employment, tho’ very foli-- 
taty, gave’ him no Truce or Repofe. The Sea it if, for a time, 
'» | may*‘entoy2 Calm; Muafick hath neceffarily fome Paufés; the 
“| Lae 23 este | * Bark, 
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Earth i ig not ftill beaten with Winds of - Fal, nor the Air al- 
ways difturb’d with Vapours, but alternately reits day and 
| night: Bur the Lifesof Man hath War without Truce, con 

tinual Srorms, reftlef$ Complaints, and Obfcurities which over- 
fhadow him at Noon. Hondtis: are hardly got, and fadden 
ly loft ; or Pleafurres are feigned; not réal, they vanifh ih the 
Enjoyment; our Riches are not con phar oe pire ke or 
changing their Maiters; our Friends, tad Obgedts of 
Loves cannot fiay long with us, allpart ar the Grave We e 
who now bemoan the  Deceak of ‘cur’ Friend: 


Pienies, and drap our 
Tears on the Afhes of this Honourable Lady, fhall h aave others, 
re long, to bemoan ours.§ We weep by Turns, and ET 
that others are gone and we are left Thefé Confiderar? ons, 
befides the Hopes ofa better Life alter rhis, fhould make us 
Wait.our Change, and readily fgbmit ‘to God?s Decree, and 
account the Houfe ‘of Mourning before the Hout f of Mit 
and the Day of ene’s Death before the Day of one’s Bith ; ph 
fo we fhall be willing gand contented torefign our Fital Breath, 
when God pleafes tocorder ir. 


Albthefe, being natural Inferences of the former BDoérin 


_— 
Propofition, want nothing ber ear!Prattical * Appfic ot 
them, each of us to ourfelves, that We may ie mu 
vation et Soul amentific the Good nef of God d, 
usa Life, andshis Merey, which is ditcove a 
of it, and that Love and Favour whch 
fromthe Froubles of this Wertd, to 2 
Grave, from which: he ‘has pfomid to railé es tc 
Participation of Himfeit, w hen the Eicher of his 


Va 


fhialb thine ‘upon‘us, and by its dear Beams and fradaizons, 
difpel the Clouds'of DarkneS and Di falters, where we thall be 
free from all Frouble, and én Sczinft D 
circled in the Arms of Divine Love) and mad 
taking of the Sotrce“of all Felicity: 

T have now déne-with my Text, and fhould hay 


finabitop, were therenot here an Embtem of Mortali ryt that “calls 
for your Eyesand Thoughts, anc by pathet wk S lence prea aches 
the Vanity and Frailty of Hunih Bite? You & before you 2 
black Cofhn, whichcontains in ft the ielek $ Bod y of the eR? ight 
Honourable Lady CO RN BUR F:>'The dumb Okstory of this 
hlent Object, gives you tounderffand ia a Language fificient- 


ly intelligible, that we are met here to perform her Fi 


fequies, the jait falemn Rite of o8 profound ‘Ref 
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I ever held. Sights the beft Figures, and Tears the moit 
fluent Rhetorick, ina Funeral Oration ; yet Chriftian Charity 
hath been fo powerful inall Ages; asto retain a pious and lau- 
dable Cuftom at Funeral Solemnities, ro adorn the Dead with 
deferved Praifes of their Life, not for Pomp, or vain: glorious 


Oltentation, bur that God’s Glory may be for ever magnified; | 


- by whofe Grace they have been enabled to do any good Work, 
to fightthe good Fight, to run their Race; and that their Sur- 
vivors may be encouraged to perfevere in well-doing; by the 
like Hopes of Divine Grace and Happy Eternity. ci Gh 

In conformity to this Chriftian and commendable Practice, 


and to doJuttice tothe Deceafed, I fhall {peak a little of her | 


* Death ; only in this unhappy, that it was fo foon, and per: 


haps her Friends may account it an additional Unhappinefs, _ 


that this Office ts perform’d by ore fo unworthy and unfit as 
my felf; but being commanded a modett filence of what might 


| have been defervedly faid of her; I fiall ufe asa Veil; to cover 


the Imperfeétions of my weak Oratory. : 
‘T’o begin with the Pedigree of this deceafed Lady, fhe was 
of a very antient and honourable Family. Not to dive in Chro- 
~nicles to feek far back for her. Extra&, I fhall only mention 
fome of the neareft of her Noble Ancettors. io ang 
Henry Lord O Brian, Sonand Heir Apparent to the Right 
Honourable Henry Earl of Richmond of the Kingdom of Ireland; 
married the Lady Katherine Stuart ; fole Sifter and Heir to the 
shoft Noble Charles Duke of Richmond and, Lenox, by whom he 
had three Sons, who all died under Age ; aiidtwo Daughters, 
Mary, who married the Right Honourable the Earl of Kildare 


in Ireland, and Katherine, who onthe roth day of Fuly, 1688. 


Was married to Edward Lord Vifcount CORNBURY, Son and 
Heir Apparent to the Right Honourable Henry Earl of Cla- 
rendon, which faid Katherine and Lady Cornbury, upon the Death 
‘of her Mother the Right Honourable the Lady Katherine O 
Brian, became Barrone(s Clifton of Leighton Bromfiwold, in the 
County of Warwick, in. England, and fole Heir to the moft 
Noble Duke of Richmond and Lenox, her Uncle; of even Chil- 
dren, which God blefled her wich, fhe has left behind het one 
Son and two Daughters, ( the happy Iffue and temaining Com- 
forts of her Mournful Confort ) whofe early Blofloms of preg- 
nant Ingenuity and Virtue give us reafon to hope, they will ine 
herit the Eminent Excellencies and glorious Perfeétions of the 


As 


| Noble and Illuftrious Family of which they are detcended. 
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|. As for her Perfonal Worth, we may take an Eiftimate of it, 
from the great Paffion which afflicts and opprefles het Honou- 
table Confort. The too fevere and vifible Effects of it, are an 
-—unexpreffible Teftimony How dearly he loved her 5 and thatir 
was not a diffembled Paffion, ic is not an ordinary thing for 
one of fo great a Mind, one who has look’d the moft formi- 
- dable Dangers, even Death it felf, in the Face, ( without fear’ 
or annoyance ) to feel all the Agonies of Death and Convulfi- 
ons.of Mind, upon the fight of a fick and dying Spoufe. 
~. She was for many Days in a Profpeét of Death, fhe faw it 
as it approached, and felt it come by Degrees; all thar faw 
her before her Death, might behold’ with Sorrow, a pitiful As 
1 natomy of frail Mortality, and yet with Joy fee a Pattern’ of 
_ Chriftian Patience. : oh 
On Tuefday before her Death, fhe profefled to me, ( having 
the Honour to wair on her then ) thatthe was molt willing 
to leave the World); that fhe died in the Faith of the Churep 
of England, in which fhe reckoned her felf, happy that fhe had 
been born. She declared her {elf to be in perfect Charity with 
all the World, forgiving them, as fhe expected Forgivenefs 
at Chrift’s Hands. She received the Sacrament, and Abfolu- 
tion of the Church, and defired our Prayers might be continued 
for her in the Language of our Holy Mother. She pray’d to 
~ God to enable her patiently, to abide his Good-Will and Plea- 
- flire, and go through her laft and greateft Work with Faith 
and Patience. ! fhisn 
She had Strength and Vigour of Age, which promifed a 
~ much: longer Life; but the frequent Returns of her Diftemper 
put her in mind, that her Body was to.return to the Duft, and 
her Spirit to her heavenly Father. . At laft, her tender Father 
relaxed her of all her Pains, and received her to himfelf on his 
~ own Day; on which, about half an our after Eleven at Night, 
fhe began to keep her everlafting Sabbath, in Heaven, where 
- fhe reaps what fhe fowed, and feeth what fhe believed, and 
~enjoyeth what fhe hoped) for ; and is now entred into, Joys, 
which Eye hath not: feen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it entted - 
into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
And now fhe is gone to her long Home, and the Mourners 
go about the Streets. She ts gone to the Grave, when the 
Age of Thirty four Years was nigh {pent in Trouble and Sor- 
row. Her Body muft now be put in the Dutt, and her Spirit is 
~-return’d to God that gaveir, and being dead, the yet pagrie 
She 


Be. 6 £6 eee p62). 
Ge Tpeaketh to Her Honourable Rel id, the Partner of | 
her Cares, That he. be comforted with ise hopes of their | 
happy Meeting i in a State of Glory, when all Tears fhall | 
‘be sipped | from their Big 30 and there fhall be no more Sot- | 
He row. - 
is: To you Madam Theodofi ia, hed béloved Dainghedt that | 
“you may always’ remember the Advice of your dying: Mo~ 

ther, in being a follower of all godly Matrons, and in beg 
H gin ‘ot God the Additional Ornaments of his Grace,’ to tholé 
excellent Endowments of Nature, which Gud has very ‘plen- 
 ‘tifully, beftowed on you. 

To all you her Friends ( the peaks ) who. ate how,;.on 
your Way, following apace after her: Be not forry,as with- 
out Hope, for I fleép in Chrift: . Moderate your. Paflian by 
| ‘Reafon, your Hears by Hope, your Grief by Faith, | and-Na- 

‘ture by Grace Let not’the fwelling Torrents of your Feats 
too much overflow: their Banks : Weep tiot for me; f have- 
Tad down my ‘Staff, my Scrip, my ‘Bag, the Badges of my 
| Pilgrimage, and Pee atrived to my Journey’ s End. 
oy And now the Lord hath receiv’d her into his oWn Pro 
| &idn;.and fatisfy’d-her Expectations with the Performances 
| ofthis Love s:ahus swe; hope -in-refpect of her; and thus .we 
Hi with in behalf of others deceafed : 


“id Lord aac its jos to stember ori’ Daysy that we may apply 
lf ae our-Heares’ unto Wifdom ;\ and grant ‘that aswe grote in 
ly . - “Tears, we may’ grow in the Knowledge of ‘thy Truth 4 and 
©! “Obedience to' thy Will, in Faith, in. thy Promifes and. Love 
| © 8S 'tomards Thee'y and EE our ‘Neighbour , for ; thy | fakes 

- “that when me' come to the End of our Days} re may comieito 

the End of ottr Hope, the Salvation of our Souls, through Fefus 

Chrift': To whom with Thees'O' Father, and Thee, O- Holy 

Spirit, three Perfons 5 but one trues smmortal, and only mise 

God, be given both from us, and all thy Creatures in ‘Heaven, 

and: in Earthy continual Honour and. Glory, Doiminion land 
Powers no aiid for evermore, “Amen?! | 
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